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BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In the Matter of Ehe Nebraska
Public Service Commission, or
its own motion, seeking to
administ.er the Nebraska
Universal- Service Fund' s
Broadband Program: Application
to the Nebraska Broadband
Program received from AIlo
Communications, LLC and Lincoln
Public Schools.

Application No. NUSF-92 . 49

Entered: February L9 , 2020

BY THE COMMISSION:

By Applicat ion f iled January 7 , Al-Io Communications, LLC (AIto)
and Lincoln PubIic Schools (i,pS) (collectiveIy referred to as the
j oint applicants ) seek t.o modif y t.he author rzaiuion granting
Nebraska Universal Service Fund (NUSF) support for a broadband
adopt,ion grant in the amount, of $150,000. Notice of this
application appeared in the DaiIy Record, Omaha, Nebraska on
January 13, 2020. No protest.s or petitions of f ormal intervention
were filed by any other interested party; dccordingty, the
Commission processes this Amended Application pursuant to its rule
of Modified Procedure.

Description of the Proposed Project as Modified:

By Order ent.ered on August 3 0 , 20L6 , Lhe Commi s s ion authori zed
broadband adopt ion grant support in t.he amount of up to $ 15 0 , 0 0 0 to
A11o and LPS. The support was intended to be used in a pilot
proj ect designed to assist low- income, high need families with
students att.ending LPS to obtain affordable access to broadband
services in their homes.

AIIo is a competitive local exchange and interexchange carrier
of telecommuni-cat.ions services wit.hin the state of Nebraska. AlIo
has been designated as a Nebraska eligible telecommunications
carrier (NETC) . In 2015, the Lincoln City Council approved several
multi-year agreements with AIlo, including a broadband franchise
and lease of the Cit.y's conduit, infrastructure, allowing AIIo t.o
place fiber in the conduit . As a result of these agreements, Atlo
states t.hat it will provide high- speed internet with speeds of up
to l gigabit as weII as digital t.elevision and Voice over Internet
Protocol (VoIP) service.

LPS is t.he second largest public school district in Nebraska.
During the 20L5-20LG school year, LPS served almost 40,000 students
throughout the district. In 20L5, t.he Lincoln Board of Education
approved the LPS Technology Implementation Pl-an. Students in grades
3-12 have begun to receive individual Chromebooks over a three year
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period. LPS has advised AIIo of its desire to find effective ways
to ensure that all children receiving Chromebooks from LPS can
effect.ively utiJ.:-ze t.hese devices through access Lo affordabl-e
broadband servi-ces in their family home. Further, the in-home
service wi I I provide portabi I it.y around the house , and perhaps in
outside areas surrounding the house, wit.hout, being tethered to a
landline. AlIo hopes Lo develop even greater service port.ability
capabilit.y as its network is deployed and ref ined.

AlIo and LPS jointly state Lhey wish to help assisL low-income,
high-need families in their effort,s to obtain affordable access to
broadband services in their homes, which wil-I furt,her a1low LPS
students to increase their educational and employment,
opportunit.ies.

In t.he Original Application, Lhe pilot. proj ect was designed to
target children attending LPS whose family income qualified them
for the Nat,ional- School Free Lunch Program (Free Lunch Program) and
who had received or were eligibl-e to receive digit.al hardware from
LPS (Qual-if ied Subscriber) . The Commiss j-on's August 30, 2016 Order
approved the pilot proj ect as f i1ed. However, or1 December 1, 2016 ,

following t.he entry of the Commission's Order, changes adopt,ed by
t.he Federal Communicat ions Commission (f'CC) became ef f ective which
removed the Free Lunch Program from the eligibility criteria for
t.he f ederal Lif eline support program. Theref ore t a f amily' s
eligibility for t.he Free Lunch Program could no longer be used as
an eligibility crit.erion to become a Qual-if ied Subscriber.

In t.he Amended Application f iled on January 7 , 2020 , t.he j oint
applicants request broadband adoption support f or f amil-ies (i )

which qualify for t.he federal Lifel-ine Program, as those
eligibilit.y criteria may hereafter be authorized by applicable FCC
Orders, and (ii) who have one or more children currently attending
LPS who have or will receive digit.al hardware from LPS and have
been deemed as Qualified Subscribers. AIIo states it. will
independently ut,iL:-ze avaj-Iable subscriber verificat.ion systems
employed and authori zed by the FCC to veri fy the Li feline
eligibility of a Qualif ied Subscriber under t,he pilot proj ect. As
LPS is prohibited from providing Lo All-o confidential informatj-on
concerning a student or a student' s family, including but. not
Iimited to financial information, LPS wiIl coordinate wit,h Al-Io in
t.he Pilot, Proj ecL to the extent that it can legally do so wit,hout
disclosing conf ident,ial student inf ormat.ion.

AIIo has also decided to raise its broadband service speed to
25 / 25 Mbps in order to sat i s f y t.he minimum broadband speed
threshold of 25 / 3 Mbps established by the FCC and adopted by the
Commission for support, from the NUSF.
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OPINION AND FINDINGS

Based upon the information provided in the application, the
Commissi-on f inds that circumstances beyond t.he j oint applicants'
contro1 made the original parameters of t.he pilot proj ect
unworkable. The amended application meets Lhe original goal of the
pilot project, which was to provide affordable access to broadband
service f or low- income and high-need f amilies, and t.heref ore
increase broadband adopt j-on. The Commission f inds the amended
application is consistent with state and f ederal Iaw. Further, t.he
Commission continues to find that approval of broadband pilot.
program support for this purpose is in the public interest.
Accordingly, the Commission approves support f or t.he proposed
project in an amount up t.o $150,000.00 or the actual cost of t.he
proj ect whichever amount is lower. The j oint applicants shalI
submit detailed and accurate invoices and other document.ation
required by the Department prior to reimbursement for the support.ed
project (s) .

ORDER

IT TS
Commi s s ion
January 7 ,

THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska PubIic Service
that the application as modified in t.he filing dated
2020 be, and it is hereby granted as provided herein.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Applicant shall submit. detailed and
accurate invoices and other documentation requj-red by the
Depart,ment prior to re imbursement f or the supported pro j ec t ( s )

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Applicant shall use Nebraska
Broadband Program support only for the purposes described in its
application and authorized by the Commission.

ENTERED A}TD MADE
of February, 2020.

EFFECTIVE at LincoIn, Nebraska , thi s 19 t.h day

NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMTSSION

COMMISSIONERS CONCURRING : L.l

ATTEST:

)///@
chair I

fu4 /\J!
Executive Director


